
WGG’s Girl Advocates were invited to express their 
opinions on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and their vision for Post 2015 at an event at the Canadian 
Mission on 8 April 2015. The girls stated that they were 
excluded from SDG 5, achieving gender equality and 
empowering all women. Girls’ issues need to be included 
in the SDGs. Prior to the event, the Girl Advocates created 
SDG indicators, which measure progress made for girls in 
achieving gender equality. 

For the event, each girl chose a subtopic to discuss using 
her  indicators. Representatives from different countries 
came to the meeting to hear what the girls had to say. The 
girls began by saying the importance of differentiating 
discrimination against girls from that against women. Girls’ 
different needs must be taken into account. 

Girl Advocate Emma spoke on SDG 5.2 and 5.3 about 
violence and harmful practices against girls and women. 
She emphasized that girls are extremely susceptible to 
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To improve the 
conditions 
of rural girls, 

WGG urges all stakeholders 
to: 

1.   PROMOTE A HUMAN 
R I G H T S - B A S E D 
APPROACH TO GENDER 
EQUALITY: Strengthen the 
implementation and monitor 
progress of all existing 
commitments, in particular the 
provisions of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC), the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW), including 
Article 14 which focuses on 
those in rural communities, 

and the goals of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 
in particular Section L. 
2. SUPPORT ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT VIA 
EQUAL ACCESS TO ECONOMIC RESOURCES: 
Fulfillment of human rights is a precondition for girls to 
successfully transition to adulthood and to become empowered 
economically and socially. Barriers to the full enjoyment of their 
rights persist in practice (e.g., gender stereotypes, patriarchal 
attitudes and discriminatory practices) and in law (e.g., land, 
property, inheritance rights) and must be removed with urgency. 
Intensive reforms must promote the economic empowerment of 

WGG Recommendations to CSW56  Reflect Rural Girls’ Needs
girls through the adoption of policies and strategies that ensure 
equal access to education, physical and mental health care, 
employment opportunities; and economic resources, including 
the right to inheritance and to ownership of land and other 
property, credit, natural resources and appropriate technologies. 
3.    INTENSIFY EFFORTS TO REDUCE POVERTY 
AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITY: The feminization of 
poverty requires investing sufficient resources for gender equality 
and the empowerment of girls, taking into account the diversity 
of needs between those in urban and rural areas. Promoting 
gender equality and empowerment within rural communities 
helps to reduce poverty, hunger, disease, environmental 
degradation and violence. There must be greater investment in 
rural development and agriculture, labour-saving technology, 
and clean and renewable energy in rural communities.
4. INVEST IN QUALITY EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING: Enhanced investment in quality education 
and training in rural areas, including vocational and literacy 
training, is a central intervention with strong multiplier effects. 
Comprehensive national education strategies must be developed 
that include long-term funding that ensures adequate education 
infrastructure and prioritizes girls’ education in all development 
and poverty reduction plans.
5. IMPROVE DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS: 
The development of effective policies and programmes for 
girls’ empowerment and rural development will require 
strengthening countries’ capacity to collect and analyze data that 
are disaggregated by sex and age, as well as by rural and urban 
population. Better use of existing data, such as available time-
use surveys, should be made by policy makers. Gender markers 
and indicators should be used to measure the impact of policies 
on girls in rural areas. 
6. LAUNCH PUBLIC CAMPAIGNS TO CREATE 
AWARENESS: Public campaigns are vital to eliminate 
discrimination based on the notion of girls’ inferiority and 
support positive attitudes and behaviors that encourage girls’ 
full partnership. Such campaigns must utilize the media and 
address the active role of men and boys by establishing gender 
equality and emphasizing the societal benefits for all of girls’ 
empowerment. 

The full text of the WGG Talking Points is on the WGG 
website: http://girlsrights.org

Yvonne Rafferty
--Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues

Girls walk to school in 
rural Botswana. Maire Ni 
Shuilleabhain/Passionists 
International

Girl Advocates Respond to SDGs

violence, and something should be done about this. Girls 
are sometimes forced to skip school because they are afraid 
of violence at school.

Speaking on 5.5 and 5.b about leadership and technology, 
Girl Advocate Aasha pointed out that there is no mention of 
girls, which is unacceptable. Girls are often not encouraged 
to partake in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math) activities; in addition, their access to political and 
economic involvement is very little. Aasha also noted the 
importance of protecting girls and women against cyber 
bullying on the internet as well as pornography and human 
trafficking.
 
Girl Advocate Rebecca spoke on SDG 5.4 and 5.a on 
domestic work and the economy. This goal does not include 
the protection of domestic workers from physical or mental 
abuse in the workplace, and there is no acknowledgement of 
girls who are head of households. 

Health, reproductive rights of girls and women, maternal 
mortality, sex education and how there was no mention 
of menstruation rights for girls and women in 5.6 were 
addressed by Girl Advocate Pallavi. These essential aspects 
of a girl’s health need to be included in SDG 5.

Sharing their thoughts and indicators concerning the SDG 5 
subtopics, the Girl Advocates educated representatives on how 
they can work to include girls in the SDGs. Every woman was 
a girl; we need to ensure rights for girls as well as for women. 

Pallavi, Girl Advocate
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WGG Advocates for Girls With Differing Abilities

“Break the barriers which segregate people with disabilities 
forcing them to the margins of society.”
- Chin, Director General, World Health Organization, 
Report on Disabilities, 2011

WGG has as its purpose “making the girl child visible 
in documents, parallel events, and high level meetings: 
with permanent missions and UN agencies”. On behalf 
of girls with differing abilities, WGG will accomplish 
this work by raising awareness and advocating for key 

policies around 
girls with 
d i f f e r i n g 
abilities.  

As a result of 
this activity, 
WGG has 
created a fact 
sheet on Girls 
with Differing 
Abilities citing 
i m p o r t a n t 
considerations 
to be taken into 
account as one 
supports the 
development of 
best practices 
for girls with 

disabilities http://girlsrights.org/fact-sheets/ We 
have found that more than one in four children in the 
world live with disability and that there is a lack of data 
as to how many girls are born with or acquire disability. 
Girls of all abilities, however, can achieve their potential 

Malin Johansson, Youth Representative, National 
Council of Swedish Youth and Youth Representative 
of Sweden to the UN General Assembly 2011, 
addresses the October WGG meeting
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The Working Group on Girls Inc.
A historic moment:  On August 30, 2011 ‘Working 
Group on Girls of the NGO Committee on UNICEF’  
took a new identity and became ‘The Working 
Group on Girls Inc.’  Over the past two years 
the WGG membership has given considerable 
thought to becoming an independent organization; 
and the WGG Steering Group has actively 
pursued questions concerning the incorporation 
of the Working Group on Girls.  Should WGG 
become incorporated as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
organization?  When the NGO Committee on 
UNICEF underwent evaluation and reconstitution 
with Task Forces, and not Working Groups it 
became clear that the Working Group on Girls, 
NGO Committee on UNICEF, could no longer 
continue to exist within the NGO Committee on 
UNICEF.  

The move to become a self-sufficient entity was 
encouraged by Mr. Andreas Guerrero-Feliu, NGO 
Focal Point at UNICEF.  WGG agreed and filed the 
papers to become a 501(c )(3) organization. To this 
end we acknowledge of work of Ballard Spahr, LLP, 
http://www.ballardspahr.com/ who provided pro 
bono legal services for the incorporation. 

The new identity provides the Working Group 
on Girls Inc. with rich opportunities to fulfill our 
dreams of actively empowering girls and bringing 
them to the table to speak on their own behalf.  The 
Working Group on Girls Co-Chairs, and Past Chair 
are members of the newly formed Board.  The Board 
also requires members with additional skills in the 
areas of visioning, social media, public relations, 
fundraising and finance in order to implement its 
mission statement and develop fully the capabilities 
which incorporation has brought us.  

As a first step the Board is attending to the 
administrative aspect of incorporation: bylaws 
enacted, corporate seal, bank account, registration 
with IRS and various necessary insurances.  We 
invite our member organizations to contribute the 
more technical and professional services required to 
fulfill the dream of The Working Group on Girls Inc. 
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The parallel event “Preventing Violence Against Girls” was 
organized by WGG during the first week of CSW 59. The event 
was a discussion on sexual violence against girls with both girls 
and boys participating.

The panel had two speakers who work to end sexual trafficking 
and two teen speakers. Panelists Sarah Wilbanks, an End 
Trafficking Fellow at UNICEF, and  Lauren Hersh,  Director of 
Anti-Trafficking Policy and Advocacy 
at Sanctuary for Families and former 
prosecutor and chief of one of the 
first Sex Trafficking units in the U.S., 
gave emotionally stirring speeches 
about their experiences with girls and 
violence.

Wilbanks spoke on human sexual 
trafficking and female genital 
mutilation citing her first-hand 
experience as someone who works 
directly to prevent such practices. 
Hersh gave insight into violence against 
girls from the cases she has handled. 
She talked about cyber bullying and 
made it clear that young people cannot 
stop the “norm” of violent acts against 
women if it is portrayed in the media as 
acceptable. Both speakers connected 
with the young people in the room: at 
the end  of the two talks everyone stood up and exclaimed that 
they were feminists. 

The panel also featured teen speakers, including Kui of Girls 
Learn International, and Lennon, a strong advocate for 
feminism. Kui spoke about how she sees violence against 
women and girls in school settings, especially in her school in 
Kenya. Lennon spoke for all HeforShes as he shared his passion 
for advocating for gender equality and his belief in equal rights 
for all. He had an interesting perspective combining his desire 
for gender equality with his passion for theatre.

The panel empowered the young people in the audience, and 
caused many boys to question the degree of violence males 
face. At the end of the event many wanted to take action to 
prevent violence; the question was “how.” 

Ameesha, Girl Advocate

A survivor of human sexual trafficking in the U.S. who 
escaped and a woman who was incarcerated during the 
Rwandan genocide were featured speakers at a CSW59 parallel 
event, “Women of Courage and Forgiveness,” sponsored by 
UNANIMA International.

 The program began with a video recording of a speech by the 
Rwandan panelist who could not attend in person. She spoke 

about her experience being taken from 
her home because she was a Tutsi, 
being thrown in jail with her children, 
and watching her husband be killed 
in the cell across from her and her 
children. Soon after, she found out she 
was pregnant, and gave birth in the 
insect-infested jail cell to male twins. 
She suppressed her screams during the 
birthing because she did not want her 
children to hear her. The woman later 
decided to name her twins after the 
men who killed her husband as a sign of 
forgiveness. So touched by the action, 
the wife of one of the men befriended 
the woman and eventually helped her 
and her children escape. The woman 
also discussed having to choose one 
of her children to sacrifice while in jail 
when the jail manager said that every 
family had to give up one child to be 

killed. She chose one of her daughters, as she had only one son 
(before the twins were born), and a woman without a son was 
viewed as useless by society. 

Equally emotional was the account of the former sexual 
trafficking victim, who put a face to the often abstract issue 
of sexual trafficking in the U.S. She discussed her addiction 
to quick money, the unimaginable horrors she endured, and 
how she did not even realize she had been a victim of human 
exploitation until later in life. She also discussed the hardships 
she faced after escaping, including the measures taken by 
her “pimp” to prevent her from getting a job or renting an 
apartment.  

After all of the political-based discussions of CSW, listening to 
such raw stories was very different and important. The courage 
of both women was indescribable and their forgiveness 
inspiring. 

Aasha, Girl Advocate
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Rachel
Inspiration: I was inspired to 
become a Girl Advocate because 
I am a passionate feminist and 
feel so much needs to be done on 
behalf of women and girls around 
the world from countries far away 
to the United States. 
I believe that empowering women 
and girls is the only way to change 
the world.  

Emma
Inspiration: I was inspired to 
become a Girl Advocate after 
I went to CSW last year as a 
representative of GSUSA. I 
saw all the amazing things the 
Girl Advocates got to do and I 
thought it would be an amazing 
opportunity that would allow 
me to advocate for issues I feel 
strongly about. 

Serena
Inspiration: I became a Girl 
Advocate because I have always 
had a passion for advocating for 
girls’ rights. I applied because 
I decided to advocate against 
Human Trafficking for my Girl 
Scout Gold Award. Doing my 
project inspired me to speak on 
other girls’ rights issues. 

Taylor 
Inspiration: I wanted to become 
a WGG Girl Advocate because 
I have always been passionate 
about women’s rights. This 
opportunity seemed like a perfect 
outlet for me to help change 
something in our world that 
has always seemed like such a 
difficult issue to tackle. 

T
Girl Advocates Join WGGT Francesca

Inspiration: I was 
inspired to become a 
Girl Advocate because 
I wanted to be doing as 
much as I possibly could 
to alleviate and end 
gender inequality, and 
I can’t think of a better 
program that would  

                                                                         enable me to do so.

Pallavi
Inspiration: Having been to CSW 
last year, I was so inspired by the 
stories of women and young girls 
that I wanted to come back again 
this year to participate and be a 
part of CSW once again.

Aasha
Inspiration: I lived in India for a 
year recently, and my experiences 
there furthered the importance 
of feminism to me. I was chosen 
to be a performer for the IDG 
Girls Speak Out this year, which 
is how I found out about WGG 
and the Girl Advocate program. I 
had an amazing time performing 
and really wanted to continue 
contributing, which is why I was 
super eager to apply to be a Girl                
Advocate.



T

CSW 59 marked the 20th anniversary of the Working Group 
on Girls. The anniversary held on March 12 at the Cornell 
Club featured Girl Advocates, present and past WGG leaders, 
members and fans, and speaker Nobel Prize winner Leymah 
Gbowee, who helped end the Second Liberian Civil War by 
organizing the Liberian Mass Action for Peace, a coalition 
of Christian and Muslim women. In addition to speaking 
about her political work, Gbowee stressed how every girl 
can help change the world through her life. She stated, “20, 
30, 40 years from now, I can retire knowing there are girls 
who are stronger, brighter, and will keep the fight going.” 

The event was emceed by Girl Advocates Rebecca and 
Ameesha, who did an excellent job entertaining the guests 
while keeping the program moving. The party was filled 
with talking, eating, and celebrating the achievements of 20 
years of important work.

  
 Taylor, Girl Advocate

First accomplishment: In 1995 at the Fourth 
International World Conference of Women in Beijing, 
WGG influenced the member states to include Section ‘L’ 
of the Beijing Platform for Action. As Patience Stevens of 
UN Women pointed out at our May WGG meeting, that 
documented commitment by the UN is the mandate that 
allows UN Women to pursue issues pertaining to girls. Our 
efforts at the Beijing Conference demonstrated that we were 
devoted to work for girls’ rights. 

First CSW: After the Beijing Conference in 1995, we have 
been present at every CSW.

Beginning of Girl Advocate Program: Following 
CSW51 with the priority theme “Eliminating Discrimination 
and Violence against the Girl Child” in 2007, former Girl 
Advocate Caroline began joining us at every WGG meeting 
that she could attend. We often turned to her when we had 
a question about girls’ views, and she began to contribute 
useful viewpoints or counterpoints. It was clear WGG had 
learned from the presence of Girl Delegates at CSW51. 
After an intense conversation with the steering committee, 
including a sense that even our “logo” looked like we were 
dragging girls along, we decided we wanted to have girls 
participate in our meetings and to speak at the UN on their 
own behalf. We adopted the phrase “With Girls For Girls” 
and changed our meeting times to start at 2 pm so girls 
could attend. We continued with Caroline and recruited 
Girl Advocate Christina the following year. The Girls 
Participation Task Force was created to integrate girls into 
the work of WGG. 
 
Other memorable moments: A watershed moment 
for WGG was CSW51 in 2007 when WGG helped bring over 
a hundred Girl Delegates to the UN from many nations 
working with UNICEF and members’ NGOs. UNICEF 
helped us erect a Girls Tent, a safe space dedicated to girls’ 
meeting, sharing and supporting each other. 

Becoming a nonprofit organization: It was also a 
major accomplishment for the Working Group on Girls with 
UNICEF’s encouragement to obtain 501(c)3 status so that 
WGG was no longer one of the working groups of UNICEF. 

The strong commitment of our NGO Representatives 
who work to support efforts on behalf of the girl child; 
attend our monthly meetings and UN events; belong 
to WGG Committees and Task Forces; speak on girls’ 
needs, protection and empowerment at events when the 
opportunity arises; and advocate with girls for girls with 
missions is one of WGG’s greatest accomplishments. 

All of these efforts make a difference for the rights of girls 
within the UN community and throughout the world.

Rebecca, Girl Advocate
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